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Education 

PhD  University of Connecticut    Storrs, Connecticut  May 2008 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology      (expected completion) 

Organization for Tropical Studies  Costa Rica   2005 
Tropical Biology: An Ecological Approach 

Institute of Ecosystem Studies  Mi llbrook, New York   2005 
Fundamentals of Ecosystem Ecology 

B.A. Gustavus Adolphus College   St. Peter, Minnesota  2000 
 Biology  

DenmarkÕs International Study Program. Copenhagen, Denmark  1999 
  Marine Biology Focus 
 
Major External Funding 

• Environmental Protection Agency      2006  $120,000 
Science to Achieve Results Fellowship 

• National Science Foundation       2006  $11,990 
Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant 

• Botanical Society of America       2004   $500 
Karling Graduate Student Research Award 

 
Other Funding and Awards 

• Environmental Leadership Program      2007 
Greater Boston Regional Network Fellow 

• Robert and Patricia Switzer Foundation  Alternate Fellow   2006   
• Torrey Botanical Society   Research Fellowship    2005   $2500 
• New England Botanical Club   Research Grant   2004   $1055 
• University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 

Ronald Bamford Endowment    Research Grant   2003 - 2007 $5000 
Center for Conservation and Biodiversity Research Grant   2004 & 2005  $1500 
Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award  Nomination   2004 

• Summer Institute in Statistical Genetics.  Scholarship   2003  $1000 
North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 

• National Science Foundation    Conservation Biology Fellow 2003   $4000 
& New England Wildflower Society     

• Gustavus Adolphus College, Biology Dept   Special Recognition Award 2000 
• Sigma Xi Scientifi c Research Society   Elected member   2000 
• Sigma Xi Scientifi c Research Society  Research Grant   1999  $500 
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Publications 

Johnson-Groh, C., C.Riedel, L. Schoessler and K. Skogen.  2002.  Belowground distribution and abundance of 
 Botrychium gametophytes and juvenile sporophytes.  American Fern Journal 92 (2):80-92.  

Skogen, K., K.H. Holsinger and Z.G. Cardon. In preparation. Competitive interactions of a native nitrogen fi xer 
 across a nitrogen deposition gradient. 
 
Published Abstr acts   
(oral presentations unless otherwise noted; *  indicates presenting author) 

Skogen, K* . 2007. Does atmospheric nitrogen deposition contribute to the decline of a native nitrogen-fi xing 
species, Desmodium cuspidatum? 17th Annual Graduate Student Symposium, Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology Department, University of Connecticut. 

Skogen, K* . 2006. Atmospheric nitrogen deposition and the decline of a nitrogen-fi xing plant species. 
Environmental Protection Agency Science to Achieve Results Conference, Washington, DC. Poster 
presentation. 

Skogen, K* . and K. Holsinger. 2006. Does size matter? Genetic diversity in declining and secure populations of 
Desmodium cuspidatum. Botanical Society of America, Chico, CA. 

Holsinger, K* , and K. Skogen. 2005. Plant genetic consequences of pollinator declines. National Research Council 
Workshop on the Status of Pollinators in North America.  National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC.  

Skogen, K* . 2005. Demography and reproductive biology of threatened populations of Desmodium
 cuspidatum (Fabaceae). Botanical Society of America, Austin, TX.    

Skogen, K* . 2004. Exploring causes of decline in the large-bracted tick-trefoil, Desmodium cuspidatum, (Fabaceae). 
2nd Annual Northeast Ecology and Evolution Conference, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT.Poster 
presentation. 

Skogen, K* . 2003. Exploring causes of decline in the large-bracted tick-trefoil, Desmodium cuspidatum, (Fabaceae). 
2003 National Science Foundation/New England Wildflower Society Fellowship in Conservation Biology 
Sympoisum, New England Wildflower Society, Framingham, MA. Oral and poster presentations. 

Skogen, K* . 2003. Exploring causes of decline in rare plant species. Northeast Ecology and Evolution Conference, 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ. 

Skogen, K* . 2003. Exploring causes of decline in rare plant species. 13th Annual Graduate Student Symposium, 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Department, University of Connecticut. 

Bradford, K* , S. Liarakos, K. Skogen, A. Tietmeyer, P. Vitt and K. Havens. 2001. Comparing the ability of two 
PCR-based techniques, RAPD and ISSR, to detect low  levels of genetic diversity 2001 Midwestern Plant 
Conservation Conference, Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, IL. Poster presentation. 

Tietmeyer, A.* , K . Skogen* , K. Bradford, J. Taylor*  and P. Vitt. 2000. Using demographic and genetic indicators 
to investigate the effects of woodland restoration on the threatened Viola conspersa. Sixth Annual Janet 
Meakin Poor Research Symposium: 2001 Midwestern Plant Conservation Conference, Chicago Botanic 
Garden, Glencoe, IL. Poster presentation. 

Johnson-Groh, C.L., L. Schoessler*, C.Riedel and K . Skogen. 2000. Underground distribution and abundance of 
Botrychium gametophytes and juvenile sporophytes. Symposium: Biology and Conservation of the 
Ophioglossaceae--A Tribute to Warren "Herb" Wagner. Botanical Society of America, Portland, OR. 

Johnson-Groh, C.L., L. Schoessler*, C.Riedel and K . Skogen* . 2000. The distribution and abundance of 
underground gametophytes in four species of Botrychium (moonwort ferns). National Conference of 
Undergraduate Research, Missoula, MT. 

Johnson-Groh, C.L., L. Schoessler*, C.Riedel and K . Skogen* . 1999. Underground distribution and abundance of 
Botrychium gametophytes and juvenile sporophytes. National Sigma Xi Annual  Meeting, Minneapolis, 
MN.  Poster presentation. 

Johnson-Groh, C.L., L. Schoessler*, C.Riedel and K . Skogen* . 1999. Underground distribution and abundance of 
Botrychium gametophytes and juvenile sporophytes. International Botanical Congress, St. Louis, MO. 
Poster presentation. 
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Professional Experience 

May 2006 Ð March 2007 
 Graduate Assistant      University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
 National Research Council Assessment of Research Doctorate Programs, National Academies of Sciences  

• Collected data on doctoral students, faculty and doctoral programs. 
 

May 2005 Ð August 2005 
 Graduate Assistant      University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
 Teachers for a New Era Program, Department of Education 

• Developed Biodiversity curriculum for Connecticut sixth grade teachers incorporating concepts 
in ecology and evolutionary biology with special emphasis on hands-on and interactive learning 
both in the classroom and outdoors.  

 
May 2003 - September 2003 

 Conservation Research Fellow  National Science Foundation/New England Wildflower Society 
• Preliminary research to identify causes of decline in New England populations of the large-

bracted tick-trefoil, Desmodium cuspidatum (Fabaceae).  Performed searches of historic and de 
novo sites in New England, established demographic monitoring plots, took measurements of 
numerous plant traits, collected soil samples from extant populations and performed preliminary 
experiments on reproductive limitations in situ. 

 
June 2001 - August 2002 

 Environmental Research Division, Research Aide      Argonne National Laboratory. Argonne, IL 
• Studied effects of ambient and elevated CO2 on soybean root growth and associated 

mycorrhizae using free-air CO2  enrichment (FACE) rings in association with the SoyFACE 
Project at the University of Il linois, Urbana-Champaign.  Developed novel methods of 
quantifying mycorrhizal fungi colonization intensities. 

 
June 2000 - June 2001 
Conservation Science Department Intern, Research Assistant Chicago Botanic Garden, Glencoe, IL 

• Endangered and Threatened Plants of Cook County Inventory: Searched listed species in Forest 
Preserve Districts of Cook County.  Measured population size and vigor, determined likely 
future growth patterns and made management suggestions. 

• Flora of Cook County Project: Collected plant specimens to expand existing collection of the 
Chicago Botanic Garden Herbarium.  Worked with volunteers in processing stages. 

• Teaching Collection, Chicago Botanic Garden Herbarium: Added native species and created 
plant family reports to be used in courses taught through the School of the Botanic Garden. 

• Baseline Demographic Data and Genetic Analysis of Viola conspersa, American dog violet, an 
Il linois listed threatened plant (vegetative and reproductive data collection and population 
monitoring); Lab work: used RAPDs (Randomly Amplified Polymorphic DNA) to detect low 
levels of genetic diversity within and among populations. 

• Reproductive studies of Platanthera leucophaea, Eastern prairie fringed orchid, federally listed 
as endangered: Field work with volunteer stewards (hand pollination, data collection and 
population monitoring); Lab work: seed viability analysis. 

• Outbreeding depression experiment using Lobelia cardinalis and L. siphilitica:  assisted in 
emasculation, hand pollination, seed processing and data collection of wet and dry weights of 
plants from different crosses.  

 
September 1998 - May 2000 
Plant Ecology Research Lab, Sigma Xi funded research Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN 

• Rare plant ecology research on Botrychium ferns:  distribution and abundance of underground 
reproductive structures (gametophytes, gemmae, and juvenile sporphytes) involving both field 
collection and lab processing of samples. 
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January 2000       University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ  Plant Pathology Department 
Preliminary research on aluminum toxicity tolerance/avoidance of pea and alfalfa root border cells 
as a mechanism defining plant growth habit.  Presented results at formal lab meeting 

 
Summer 1999 
Plant Ecology Research Lab    Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN 

• Vegetation map of Gustavus Adolphus College and Linnaeus Arboretum, St. Peter, MN  
-Identifi ed and mapped location of all trees and shrubs, indicated scientifi c name, common 
name, diameter at breast height, health status, and donation information. 
-Created a vegetation map and database of all collected information. 
-Collected herbarium vouchers for all represented species. 

 
Summer 1997  North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND Department of Plant Sciences 

Maintenance of sugar beet and wheat plots investigating effects of different pesticide and herbicide 
treatments 

 
Professional Associations 

• Graduate Women in Science (2006) 
• Association for Women in Science (2006) 
• Union of Concerned Scientists (2003) 
• Society for Conservation Biology (2003) 
• Botanical Society of America (2003) 
• New England Botanical Society (2003) 
• Torrey Botanical Society (2003) 
• The Nature Conservancy (2002) 
• Sigma Xi Scientifi c Research Society (2000) 

 
Undergraduate Mentori ng Experi ence 

• Susan Kim - genetic diversity data collection and analysis methods in the lab. Spring 2007. 
• Logan Senak, University Scholar - fi eld botany, germination experimental design and data collection, 

pollination biology techniques both in the field and greenhouse.  Spring 2006 - Present.   
• Kathryn Sturgeon - genetic diversity data collection and analysis methods in the lab.   

  Fall 2005-Spring 2006.   
• Claudette Casile, Honors student - fi eld botany, experimental design, plant and habitat identifi cation and 

data collection skills.  Summer 2005. 
• Meagan Ridder, Garden Club of America Scholar - fi eld botany, experimental design, plant and habitat 

identifi cation and data collection skills.  Summer 2004. 
 
Teaching Experi ence 

Spring 2007       University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
 Co-instructor, Current Topics in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

 Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
• Co-instructed a weekly undergraduate seminar designed around the EEB weekly seminar series. 

Students learn how to critically read and discuss current primary literature written by the weekly 
seminar speaker, meet with the speaker and attend the weekly seminar.  

 
September 2004 Ð December 2004    University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
Teaching Assistant, Developmental Plant Morphology   
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

• Independently instructed laboratory classes of upper level undergraduate students and graduate 
students.  Acquired skills on designing and implementing a course with a strong laboratory 
component. 
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September 2003 - December 2003    University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Botany    
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

• Independently instructed laboratory classes of undergraduates, focusing on various aspects of 
plant sciences, providing hands-on experience on topics covered in course lectures.  

 
September 2002 - May 2003     University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
Teaching Assistant, Principles of Biology    
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

• Co-instructed laboratory classes of undergraduate with another teaching assistant, focusing on 
general principals in biology, providing hands-on experience for undergraduates not majoring in 
Biology. 

 
Leadership and Service Activiti es  

• Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Department representative. Science, Engineering and Health Professions 
Collaborative Symposium to promote minorities in the sciences.  

  University of Connecticut. January 2007.  
• Committee member and graduate student representative, Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor 

Advisory Committee, University of Connecticut.  Fall 2006. 
• Committee member and graduate student representative, Center for Conservation and Biodiversity, 

University of Connecticut. 2006 Ð present. 
• Committee member, 15th Annual Graduate Student Symposium, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Department, University of Connecticut, Spring 2006.  
• Committee member and graduate student representative, Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor 

Advisory Committee, University of Connecticut.  Fall 2005. 
• Lead author, Vegetation Management Plan, Northeast Utilities Power Company. 2005-present. 
• Student Advisory Committee member, Society for Conservation Biology; July 2004-2005. 
• Co-chair member, Organizing and Fundraising Committees, Northeast Ecology and Evolution Conference 

2004. University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT.  March 26-28, 2004. Raised $23,000; Oversaw 4 
committees (Abstract/Program, Registration, Website and Internal Recruiting Committees); 210 
participants; 135 presentations (oral and poster). 

• Welcome Committee member, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Graduate Student Association, 2003 
• Elected Senator, Representing the Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Graduate Student Association at the 

Graduate Student Senate. University of Connecticut, 2002-2003. 
• Co-editor, Heterodoxy Journal for Women, student published monthly journal.   
 Gustavus Adolphus College, 1998-2000. 
• Student representative, Representing the undergraduate womenÕs group, the WomynÕs Awareness Center, at 

the WomenÕs Studies Department meetings. Gustavus Adolphus College. 1998-2000. 
• Member, College Democrats. Went door to door in St. Peter, MN, to encourage voters to register and to 

field questions about the local candidate running in 1998, Nancy Johnson.  
  Gustavus Adolphus College, 1998. 
• Co-organizer. Take Back the Night, march and rally to end domestic violence and rape.  
  Gustavus Adolphus College, 1997-2000. 
• Co-organizer and judge. Celebration of Women, annual performance showcase of women artists.  
  Gustavus Adolphus College, 1997-1998. 
• Co-president, Explorers Club.  Organized group outings to the Science Museum of Minnesota, outdoor 

outings (including winter camping in February), Earth Day events and started the annual ÒRide your 
bike to school week.Ó  Fargo South High School, Fargo, ND. 1995-1996. 

• Member, Science Olympiad Team. Participated in three state competitions.  
  Fargo South High School, Fargo, ND. 1993-1996. 
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Volunteer Experience 
 2003- Present  

-I currently work with Plant Conservation Volunteers from the New England Wildflower Society to relocate 
populations of rare plants in New England and have also worked with them on various components of my 
Ph.D. dissertation, both explaining my research ideas and working on data collection on historic records. I 
have established a great relationship with one volunteer in particular, who has agreed to take over the 
monitoring of my research populations when I have finished my Ph.D. research.  

2000 
-I worked with the Nature Conservancy volunteers and land owners in Il linois on recover plans for the 
federally endangered orchid (Platanthera leucophaea) while an intern at the Chicago Botanic Garden.  
Taught volunteers how to hand pollinate flowers and discussed the ideas behind the project and how they 
were being used to encourage future population growth. 
-Volunteered at Ginkgo Garden, a local community garden in my neighborhood. Chicago, IL. 2000-2002. 

1999-2000 
 -Volunteered at The Nature ConservancyÕs workdays to remove trees and shrubs from Nature 
 Conservancy land as part of a prairie restoration project.  St. Peter, MN.  
 


